In order to understand tlie nature of these growths, it is necessary briefly to consider the structure of the mucous membrane covering and lining the os and cervix uteri. In this description I have followed Tyler Smith and Farre; most of whose statements I have been able to verify by my own observations. The os and cervix uteri may for purposes of description be divided into two parts, which differ very materially from one another in structure; the one comprising the os uteri and external portion of the cervix, the other the mucous lining of the cervical canal.
(Read before the Obstetrical Society of Edinburgh, 8th March.) In order to understand tlie nature of these growths, it is necessary briefly to consider the structure of the mucous membrane covering and lining the os and cervix uteri. In this description I have followed Tyler Smith and Farre; most of whose statements I have been able to verify by my own observations. The os and cervix uteri may for purposes of description be divided into two parts, which differ very materially from one another in structure; the one comprising the os uteri and external portion of the cervix, the other the mucous lining of the cervical canal.
The epithelial layer covering the external aspect of the cervix is of considerable thickness, and is squamous in character; it closely resembles that of the vagina, with which it is continuous. The appearances which gave rise to a diagnosis of epithelioma had disappeared, and the only complaint the patient made was that she had suffered from a constant discharge. The cervix aud os uteri presented no appearance of disease excepting these small growths, and though the discharge was evidently coming from the interior of the uterus, the difficulty of introducing a sound into it precluded any further examination being made. Thus the examination of these growths formed a valuable aid to diagnosis by confirming the malignant nature of the disease, and clearing up the doubts which had arisen in consequence of the improvement in the external condition of the cervix
